
9th Year Class Trip to Northern New Mexico 

 
 

“An education capable of saving humanity is no small undertaking; it involves the 
spiritual development of man, the enhancement of his value as an individual, and the 

preparation of young people to understand the times in which they live.”  

~ Dr. Maria Montessori, Education and Peace 

This Spring, the 9th year students will embark on a journey to explore and understand civic 
engagement in government and in their community, the rights and responsibilities of citizens living 
in a diverse and ever more complex world, local ecology, and their own roles in the Denver 
Montessori Junior High School community.  

Students will travel to Santa Fe and Taos, NM, for self-reflection and community building. The 
area offers tremendous opportunity for rich cultural and historical exploration around our 
themes of landscape, interdependence, and citizenship. Northern New Mexico is unique in the 
world because of its beautiful geology and ecology, and tumultuous history from the Native 
American, to the Spanish, to becoming part of the United States. The students will gain a deeper 
understanding of these cultures’ relationships with the land and each other.  

Students will spend the week living together in cabins outside of Taos, cooking and cleaning 
with and for each other, exploring the local landscape (physical and cultural), discussing readings 
and ideas in seminars, and reflecting daily in their journals. Because this trip is a culmination of their 
education in the Farm School program and is an opportunity for this class to have closure of their 
experience together, it is very important that each 9th year student attends the trip.  

As this trip is longer and more extensive than those we have taken in previous years, it will 
also be slightly more expensive. The 9th year students have already begun meeting to plan 
fundraisers, but we will also ask families to consider paying through a payment plan in order to 



spread the payment out over the coming months. If you would like to set up a payment plan, please 
do so with Carol Delong in the main office. 

We estimate that the cost of this trip will be around $275 per student. Our students have 
already begun fundraising, and it is likely that the final cost of the trip will end up being a little 
bit less than $275, once we have incorporated the fundraising into our budget. We will let everyone 
know the final cost once we have it closer to the date. 

We are asking for a $50 deposit to confirm your student’s attendance on the trip by Friday, 
April 6. You can make this payment through Carol. The final due date for full payment is Friday, 
April 27.  

As always, if you have ANY questions, do not hesitate to contact Hannah 
(h_ewert-krocker@dpsk12.net), We are so excited to take your students on this amazing trip! 

Chaperone phone numbers: 

Hannah Ewert-Krocker (440-313-5882) 
Rae Jones (207-751-5632) 
Anders Benson  

Tentative Itinerary 

To be further determined by students! 

Monday, May 7th: Travel to Taos area 
8:30 Prepare and pack vans and vehicles 
9:00 Leave DMHS 
11:30 Picnic lunch on the road 
3:00 Stop at Rio Grande Gorge 
4:30 Arrive at Camp Elliott Barker (Angel Fire, NM) 
6:00 Dinner Prep 
7:00 Eat dinner at the camp 
8:30 Group Circle; Intention Setting for the Week 
10:00 Lights out 
 
Tuesday, May 8th: Taos and Earth Ships 
8:00 Breakfast and make sack lunches 
9:00 Visit Miguel Santistevan, Organic Farmer and Environmental Activist 
12:00 Lunch with Miguel and his family 
1:30 Earthships 
3:30 Open time in Taos Plaza 
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5:30 Dinner Prep 
7:30 Reflection time 
8:30 Group Circle 
10:00 Lights out 
 
Wednesday, May 9th: Camino de Paz 
7:30 Breakfast; Make sack lunches; Pack up to camp 
9:30 Drive to Camino de Paz 
11:30 Tour at Camino de Paz Montessori School 
12:30  Lunch at Camino de Paz  
1:30 Volunteer Projects with Camino de Paz 
4:00 Set up camp at Camino de Paz Farm (we will be spending the night there) 
6:00 Dinner at Camino de Paz 
7:30    Journal Reflection 
10:00 Lights out 
 
Thursday, May 10th: Taos  
8:00 Breakfast and make sack lunches 
9:30 Drive to Santa Fe 
10:30 Explore Santa Fe Plaza; Picnic lunch in Santa Fe Plaza 
12:30 Meow Wolf 
3:00 Drive back to Camp Elliott Barker 
5:00 Dinner Prep 
7:30 Seminar and Reflection Time 
9:00 Group Circle 
10:00 Lights out 
 
Friday, May 11th: Return to DMHS 
7:30 Breakfast and make sack lunches 
8:00 Leave Camp Elliott Barker 
11:30 Sack lunch on the road 
3:00 Return to DMHS and unpack 
 


