
DMHS Spring Trip 

Royal Gorge & Canyon City  

  

The Royal Gorge of the Arkansas River is a bottleneck for the upper Arkansas Valley. It is a deep 
and unusually narrow canyon which cuts across the grain of the Rocky Mountains. The Royal Gorge 
Bridge crosses the gorge 955 feet above the Arkansas River, and is the highest bridge in the United States. 
Our campsite is nestled just minutes away from both the Royal Gorge Bridge and the nearest town, 
Canyon City. The Royal Gorge/Canyon City KOA Campground offers spectacular views and access to a 
multitude of activities on-site. 

The purpose of the Spring Trip at DMHS is to strengthen our community through shared 
experiences that include trip-planning, making meals, traveling far from home, exploring nature, and 
overcoming obstacles together. On the Royal Gorge & Canyon City Trip, we plan to explore the region 
with a visit to the Royal Gorge Bridge that includes a gondola ride across the canyon, hiking, swimming in 
the Arkansas River, and a tour of the Museum of Colorado Prisons.  

For an additional cost, individual students may choose to participate in extra activities, weather 
permitting, at the Royal Gorge Bridge. The Zipline is $45 and the Skycoaster is $30. In order to ride these 
rides, a waiver must be signed by the parents and returned with the trip permission slips. For additional 
information, visit www.royalgorgebridge.com.  
 

Important Details 
Cost: The cost of this trip is $135 per student, and the payment is due by April 20th. If you need to set up 
a payment plan, please email/call Carol. 
 
What To Bring: Our students will create a more detailed list, but the basics include: Clothes for all 
weather, swimsuit (optional), sunscreen, sleeping bag and pad, pillow, tent (if possible). 
 
What Not To Bring: The key purpose of this trip is building our community. Therefore, please ask your 
students to not bring electronic games, MP3 players, or phones. All communication with the peers and 
adults on the trip is technology-free. 
 
Communication: Staff will have cell phones so that you can contact your child while they are on trip.  
 
Staff phone numbers are:        Jess: 720.232.8584          Michelle: 720.401.4722          Lauren: 616.990.4306 

 
In addition, in case there is any problem with cell phone reception, the main number for the Royal 
Gorge/Canyon City KOA Campground is 719.275.6116. 



Trip Forms: The parent/guardian consent form along with other required DPS trip forms is included 
with this packet. Please fill out and return before trip. 
 
DMHS Trip Policy: Taking extended day trips is a core part of our Montessori adolescent program. It is 
during these trips that our students learn problem solving, adaptability, key social skills, and 
independence. However, in order to insure the safety of all our students during an overnight trip, there 
are certain ground rules that must be followed in order participate or remain on a trip.  Students while on 
trip are still held to the same behavior standards as outlined in the DMHS Family and Student Handbook. 
If a student’s behavior rises to the level that it is no longer emotionally or physically safe for that student 
to be on trip, then the student will be removed from the trip and returned home. 
 

Tentative Itinerary 
Monday May 6th 
8:45 Prepare and pack vans/get sack lunches/opening circle 
10:00 Leave DMHS  
12:00 Arrive at Campsite, Lunch, Unload Vans, Set Up Tents 
6:30 Dinner 
8:30 Closing Circle 
10:00 Lights Out 
Tuesday May 7th 
7:00 Wake up 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Prep Lunches 
10:00 Leave for Royal Gorge Bridge 
11:00 Explore Royal Gorge Bridge & Lunch 
2:00 Return to Campground 
6:30 Dinner 
8:30 Closing Circle 
10:00 Lights Out  
Wednesday May 8th 
7:00 Wake up 
8:00 Breakfast 
9:00 Prep lunches 
9:45 Leave for Colorado Prison Museum  
10:00 Colorado Prison Museum  
11:00 Explore Cañon City & Arkansas River & Lunch (Bring bathing suits, towels, frisbees, yard games) 
3:00 Return to Campground 
6:30 Dinner 
8:30 Closing Circle 
10:00 Lights Out 
Thursday May 9th 
7:00 Wake up 
7:30 Breakfast 
8:00 Prep lunches and pack vans 
9:00 Leave for the Garden of the Gods 
10:00 Explore the Garden of the Gods & Lunch 
12:00 Leave for DMHS 
1:30 Return to DMHS, Unpack and Clean Vans 


