
 

Colorado National Monument 

DMHS End of the Year Trip 

 

The Heart of the World 

“Colorado National Monument preserves one of the grand landscapes of the American West. But 

this treasure is much more than a monument. Towering monoliths exist within a vast plateau and 

canyon panorama. You can experience sheer-walled, red rock canyons along the twists and turns of 

Rim Rock Drive, where you may spy bighorn sheep and soaring eagles.” -- nps.gov 

Hello, Parents/Guardians of the DMHS community. We are planning an end-of-year camping trip 

to the Colorado National Monument. The monument is just over 4 hours away via I-70, and is 32 

miles west of Grand Junction, CO. 

The purpose of this trip is to strengthen our community and build upon students ’ “21st Century 

Skills” of adaptability, problem solving, independence, working collaboratively and 

communication.  

We are leaving at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, May 6 and are returning by the end of the school day on 

Thursday, May 9 (in time for students who ride the bus). It is a four and a half hour drive and we 

will be going in three 12-passenger vans. When we get to our location we will be setting up our 

tents. We already have our location reserved.  We have activities planned such as  visiting the 

monument, exploring Grand Junction, and learning how to build fires!  



 

Itinerary: 

 

Monday, May 6 

9:00 Leave for Colorado National Monument. The students should bring sack 

lunches and/or get a sack lunch from our hot lunch program.  

12:00 Stop to eat sack lunches en route (students will determine location). 

2:00 Arrive at Saddlehorn Campground. Check in and set up camp in our groupsite. 

3:00 Explore camp area and games 

5:00 Make dinner 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games 

8:00    Reflection and Circle 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Tuesday, May 7 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Make breakfast 

9:00 Visit Colorado National Monument and go on a hike  

12:00 Prepare and eat lunch 

2:00 Visit Dominguez Canyon 

4:00    Reflection time 

5:00 Make dinner 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games  

8:00 Reflection time at camp 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Wednesday, May 8 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Make breakfast 

9:00 Play games at camp, go on a hike in the campground 

12:00 Prepare and eat lunch 

2:00 Explore Grand Junction 

4:00    Return to camp, reflection time 

5:00 Make dinner 



 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games 

8:00 Circle 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Thursday, May 9 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Pack the vans 

10:00 Depart 

12:00 Lunch en route 

3:00 Return to DMHS and unpack 

  



 

Important Details 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Cost: The cost of this trip is $135 per person. However, it is really important to us that 100% of our 

students attend. Therefore, if full price is beyond your family’s means at this time, please 

contribute whatever amount will work for your family and/or make a payment plan with Carol. 

Payments should be made to DMHS or on MySchoolBucks by April 20. 

 

What To Bring: Please review the packing list located with the trip forms. 

 

What Not To Bring: The key purpose of this trip is building our Montessori student culture. Therefore, 

please no electronic games, MP3 players, or phones.  

 

Weather Contingency Plans: Saddlehorn Campground Historic Building located in groupsite loop or the 

Visitors’ Center (½ mile away from the groupsite) 

 

Nearest Hospital: Colorado Canyons Hospital in Fruita, CO (18 minutes away from campground) 

 

Communication: Staff will have cell phones so that you can easily contact your child while he or she is on 

trip. Their phone numbers are: 

 

Rae Jones: 207-751-5632 

Robin Yokel: 907-888-9436 

Annie Bossange: 508-826-8149 

 

In addition, in case there is any problem with cell phone reception, the main number for 

Saddlehorn Campground and the National Park is (970) 858-3617. 

 

Trip Forms: The parent/guardian consent form along with other required DPS trip forms is included with 

this packet. Please fill out and return by April 20th. 

 

DMHS Trip Policy: Taking extended day trips is a core part of our Montessori adolescent program. It is 

during these trips that our students learn problem solving, adaptability, key social skills and independence. 

However, in order to insure the safety of all our students during an overnight trip, there are certain ground 

rules that must be followed in order participate or remain on a trip.  Students while on trip are still held to 

the same behavior standards as outlined in the DMHS Family and Student Handbook. If a student’s behavior 

rises to the level that it is no longer emotionally or physically safe for that student to be on trip, then the 

student will be removed from the trip and returned home. 


