
Great Sand Dunes National Park 

DMHS End of the Year Trip 

 

Dunes Among Diversity 

The tallest dunes in North America are the centerpiece in a diverse landscape of grasslands, 

wetlands, conifer and aspen forests, alpine lakes, and tundra. Experience this diversity through 

hiking, sand sledding, splashing in Medano Creek, wildlife watching, and more! 

Hello, Parents/Guardians of the DMHS community. We are planning an end-of-year camping trip 

to the Great Sand Dunes National Park. The park is located about 35 miles northeast of Alamosa, 

Colorado and about 75 miles west of Walsenburg, Colorado. 

The purpose of this trip is to strengthen the community of our leadership class and build upon 

students ’ “21st Century Skills” of adaptability, problem solving, independence, working 

collaboratively and communication.  

We are leaving at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 2 and returning by the end of the school day on 

Friday, May 5 (in time for students who ride the bus). It is a four-hour drive and we will be going in 

three 12-passenger vans. When we get to our location we will be setting up our tents. We already 

have our location reserved.  We have activities planned such as Zapata Falls, climbing on the 

dunes, and a camp fire.  



Itinerary: 

 

Tuesday, May 2 

9:00 Leave for Sand Dunes National Park. The students should bring sack lunches 

and/or get a sack lunch from our hot lunch program.  

12:00 Stop to eat sack lunches en route (students will determine location). 

2:00 Arrive at Sand Dunes. Check in and set up camp. 

3:00 Explore camp area 

5:00 Make dinner 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games 

8:00    Reflection and Circle 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Wednesday, May 3 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Make breakfast 

9:00 Visit Medano Creek/ Sand Dunes, relax, sports and games 

12:00 Prepare and eat lunch 

2:00 Student-planned activity (heated pool, Zapata Falls, bison tour, UFO tower, 

Sand Dunes sledding) 

4:00    Reflection time 

5:00 Make dinner 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games  

8:00 Night-hike on dunes or reflection time at camp 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Thursday, May 4 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Make breakfast 

9:00 Student-planned activity 

12:00 Prepare and eat lunch 

2:00 Student-planned activity 

4:00    Reflection time 



5:00 Make dinner 

6:00 Dinner and team-building games 

8:00 Circle 

9:00 Lights out 

 

Friday, May 5 

7:00 Wake up! 

8:00 Breakfast 

9:00 Pack the vans 

10:00 Depart 

12:00 Lunch en route 

3:00 Return to DMHS and unpack 

  



Important Details 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Cost:  The cost of this trip is $130 per person. However, it is really important to us that 100% of our 

students attend. Therefore, if full price is beyond your family’s means at this time, please 

contribute whatever amount will work for your family. Payments should be made to DMHS and 

given to Carol by April 28. 

 

What To Bring: Please review the packing list located with the trip forms. 

 

What Not To Bring: The key purpose of this trip is building our Montessori student culture. Therefore, 

please no electronic games, MP3 players, or phones.  

 

Weather Contingency Plans: Fort Garland Museum (30 miles South),  

 

Communication: Staff will have cell phones so that you can easily contact your child while he or she is on 

trip. Their phone numbers are: 

 

Scott Ellis: 321-427-3011 

Kristin Oliver:  440-488-6017 

Karin Soderholm: 303-330-7405 

Lauren Lyon: 616-990-4306  

 

 

 

In addition, in case there is any problem with cell phone reception, the main number for the 

national park is (719) 378-6399. 

 

Trip Forms: The parent/guardian consent form along with other required DPS trip forms is included with 

this packet. Please fill out and return by May 16th. 

 

DMHS Trip Policy: Taking extended day trips is a core part of our Montessori adolescent program. It is 

during these trips that our students learn problem solving, adaptability, key social skills and independence. 

However, in order to insure the safety of all our students during an overnight trip, there are certain ground 

rules that must be followed in order participate or remain on a trip.  Students while on trip are still held to 

the same behavior standards as outlined in the DMHS Family and Student Handbook. If a student’s behavior 

rises to the level that it is no longer emotionally or physically safe for that student to be on trip, then the 

student will be removed from the trip and returned home. 


