
 

 

 2017/2018 Course Catalog 

 

Occupations 

 

Trimester 1 -- Hexter 1: August - September 
 

Culinary: This Plant is Your Plant: Plant Biology and Harvest 

Our job in this class is to learn more about types of plants, different plants that are eaten across cultures, and how 

to treat these products with the techniques and respect that they deserve. We will explore such topics as 

domesticated plants, plant types and parts, and how to prepare them all (we will be taste-testing)! We will be 

preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, continuing our great record of being the ONLY school in DPS whose 

students prepare the lunch for their school! 

 

Orchard 

Students in the Orchard occupation will be challenged with figuring out how to transform the center of our 

courtyard into a productive orchard with fruit trees! They will be exploring various aspects of Earth Science and 

Biology including soil structure, seasonality, plant biology, photosynthesis, and growth. Students will be 

researching which trees will do best in the conditions of our courtyard, where to get them, how to plant and care 

for them.  

 

Greenhouse 

It’s time to finish the biggest construction project at DMHS. Using designs developed by past students, we will fine 

tune our plans and spend as much time as possible building the greenhouse structure before cold weather sets in. 

Our construction work will allow us to test out concepts about light, waves, heat, and temperature in real 

time--hopefully leading to an even more well-designed greenhouse. In addition, we will visit nearby greenhouses 

for inspiration and consult with local builders and professionals about issues like city codes, construction 

techniques, and maintenance. The occupation will build towards a greenhouse-raising work party at the Harvest 

Festival, which students will organize and orchestrate. 

 

Chickens 

The DMHS chickens are laying eggs! In this class, students will learn about chicken anatomy, characteristics and 

needs. Additionally, students will study evolutionary biology, reproduction and genetics. Students will determine 

and implement a plan for marketing and selling the chickens’ eggs. Students will care for the chickens and work to 

help continue to integrate the chickens into the micro-economy. 

 

 

 



 

 

Fiber Animals 

DMHS is expanding the farm to include angora rabbits! Students in this occupation will plan and prepare for these 

new members of our community, which will provide wool to support the micro-economy. This will include learning 

about rabbit anatomy, characteristics and needs. Additionally, students will investigate evolutionary biology, 

reproduction and genetics. The class will explore rabbit husbandry methods and the use of the animals’ fiber. If the 

preparations are complete, the class will hopefully also welcome the rabbits to our school and begin their care. 

 

Structures  

Students in the structure building occupation will be responsible for designing and building structures necessary 

for the farm including a shed, fences, and paths. Students will study the physics of building a stable structure while 

exploring the practical skills necessary to add these essential components to our farm.  

 

Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history.  

 

Trimester 3 -- Hexter 5: March - April 
 

Culinary: Them Bones: Meat and Animal Classification 

Our job in this class is to learn more about types of domesticated animals, different animals that are eaten across 

cultures, and how to treat these products with the techniques and respect that they deserve. We will explore such 

topics as western animals, edible BUGS, all manner of oceanic life, and how to prepare them all (we will be 

taste-testing)! We will be preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, continuing this great record of being the 

ONLY school in DPS whose students prepare the lunch for their school. 

 

Bicycles 

Bicycles are fun and exciting complex machines that make living without a driver's license easier. In this 

Occupation, you will learn some of the basic laws of physics, including the simple machines and forces that allow a 

bicycle (and other moving things) to function.  Students will have the opportunity to explore how things 

work—from a can opener to the building of the pyramids, from an axe to a car jack.  

 

We will explore bicycles from many vantage points, possibly including a group ride. Students will tinker with simple 

machines in our world and begin the development of our very own bike shop by working with our already acquired 

bicycles, fixing them up, learning to ride them, and connecting with the Denver bicycle community. We will also 

dabble in the historic implications of the bicycle-from their invention to their role in gaining women's rights in the 

early 19th century. Students will have the opportunity to work on individual work and experiments exploring 

motion and the creation of a complex machine (think "Rube Goldberg").  This occupation will culminate in a bicycle 

ride as a class.  (P.S. You do not need to own a bicycle to participate in this class!) 



 

 

Greenhouse interior 

In this Occupation, students will continue the build-out of our greenhouse - from the inside! How will we capture 

heat in the greenhouse? What do we want to plant and harvest in the greenhouse, and what do we need to build 

to support the life cycles of those plants? Students will be studying and observing the climatic conditions we have 

created in our greenhouse and how to tweak them to meet the needs of the farm and plants we hope to grow. 

They will consider and study the systems we need to have inside the greenhouse to use it in support of our 

community and farm, including lessons in physics, chemistry, and biology.  

 

Plant Propagation 

It's planting time! As spring arrives, we want to get a jump on the growing season. That means starting seeds 

indoors and propagating both annual and perennial plants. We'll learn about the life cycle of plants and how we 

can use that understanding to our best advantage. Building on the efforts of the 2016/2017 school year, we will 

expand our ability to propagate enough plants to both improve the biodiversity at the school and hold one or more 

plant sales to raise money for the school. Interested students will be able to learn the almost-magical skill of 

grafting along with seed starting, propagation from cuttings, and root division. 

 
Peace Garden 

Students in this occupation will be responsible for devising solutions to several problems within our community. As 

our courtyard is progressing into a fully functional urban farm, our students need places within that system to relax 

and enjoy the outdoors! Our occupation will be transforming the peace garden space into a beautiful, relaxing, and 

useful area for our community.  

 
Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history 

and will dive deep into the wide variety of different economic systems in the world, primarily capitalism, 

communism, socialism, and feudalism. 

 

Trimester 3 -- Hexter 6: May - June 

 
Culinary: Them Bones: Meat and Animal Classification 

Our job in this class is to learn more about types of domesticated animals, different animals that are eaten across 

cultures, and how to treat these products with the techniques and respect that they deserve. We will explore such 

topics as western animals, edible BUGS, all manner of oceanic life, and how to prepare them all (we will be 

taste-testing)! We will be preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, continuing this great record of being the 

ONLY school in DPS whose students prepare the lunch for their school. 

 

 



 

 

Compost and Soil 

In this occupation, students will learn about the cycling of nutrients. How can we make connections between the 

waste of one animal or a plant’s life cycle and the nutrients for another? Students will learn about the basic 

components that are needed to feed our plants and build healthy soil around the school property. We will explore 

the group of organisms called decomposers and learn more about their underappreciated, though essential life 

processes. Students in this project will minimize and repurpose the school’s waste and build nutrition for the farm. 

 

Rock the Farm -- Planting! 

We need to plant our farm for the summer! Students in the Rock the Farm Occupation will be transplanting the 

seedlings started in the previous hexter, testing and improving soil, fixing and setting up our irrigation system and 

generally getting our farm going for the summer. This will include lessons and labs on geology, soil formation, 

biology and ecology, local geology and climate issues. 

 

Pollinators and Bees 

In order for our farm to produce delicious fruits and vegetables for our microeconomy, we must attract a variety of 

pollinators to our space! This occupation will be researching and building methods to attract important pollinators 

to our farm.  

 

Water Systems 

Students in the water systems occupation will be tasked with investigating and designing the most efficient and 

sustainable way to irrigate our farm and “slow it, spread it, and sink it”. This project requires students to develop 

skills and understanding of the physics of water movement, characteristics and properties of water, as well as the 

way water travels through pipes and tubes. Students will practice and acquire all of these skills in order to 

effectively build and develop a necessary piece of our farm infrastructure. We will also explore possibilities for 

creating water storage at DMHS in the form of a pond or large tanks--and what the legal implications of that are.  

 

Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history 

and will dive deep into the wide variety of different economic systems in the world, primarily capitalism, 

communism, socialism, and feudalism. 
 

  



 

Humanities 
 

Trimester 1 -- Hexter 2 (Early Agriculture): October - November 
 

*By taking three units of Humanities, 9th grade students will earn 10 semester hours  of Introduction to 

Literature and Composition 1&2, five semester hours of Civics and five semester hours of Social Studies.  

 
Culinary: This Plant is Your Plant: Plant Biology and Harvest 

Our job in this class is to learn more about types of plants, different plants that are eaten across cultures, and how 

to treat these products with the techniques and respect that they deserve. We will explore such topics as 

domesticated plants, plant types and parts, and how to prepare them all (we will be taste-testing)! We will be 

preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, continuing our great record of being the ONLY school in DPS whose 

students prepare the lunch for their school! 

 

Polynesia 

This class will explore the fascinating and unique traditional seafaring cultures of Polynesia. Adapting to the 

challenges of living among disparate islands gave rise to sophisticated navigation and cultivation techniques, as 

well as diverse languages and artistic traditions. Students will have the opportunity to go deeper into one of the 

specific peoples and replicate their food, language, traditions, and attempt to show how Polynesia can be relevant 

to us living here in an arid mountain region in modern times.  

 

Inuit 

The Inuit people are a group of indigenous people living in northern Canada, Alaska and Greenland. They have 

similar cultural traditions, but differences in specific languages spoken and ways of life. Students in this humanity 

will explore the stories of early Inuit people and how they made a life in the brutal climate of the Arctic Circle. 

 

Ancient Egypt 

In Ancient Egypt, we will explore what it means to be a civilization, how ancient Egypt fits the definition, and how it 

got there. An Egyptian saying goes, “There grows no wheat where there is no grain.”  In Egypt, the seed for its 

civilization is said to be the Nile River. From the tomb of King Tut to the infamous Cleopatra, Egypt’s story is one of 

grandeur and intrigue. Students will become historians as they analyze artifacts, maps, art, and myths to draw 

conclusions about the lives of the ancient Egyptians. Students will also make connections between this ancient 

civilization and our world today. 

 

Indus Valley 

From 3300-1700 BCE in what is now Pakistan and India, the Indus River Valley bore a technologically advanced                  

civilization. Notable are the variety of toys and games--and the absence of weapons--found in excavation, causing                

archeologists to believe that the civilization was totally peaceful. Remarkable too are the advanced irrigation and                

waste tributaries, as well as water and grain storage systems, predating those in Europe by thousands of years. In                   

this unit, students act as archeologists, deciphering clues about this people--how they lived, how they thrived, and,                 

ultimately, why the culture vanished without a trace. Opportunities for work of the hands include models of the                  

cities, clay pots and toys, and glyph (symbolic writing) system creation. 

 

Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 



 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history 

and will dive deep into the wide variety of different economic systems in the world, primarily capitalism, 

communism, socialism, and feudalism. 

 

 

Trimester 2 -- Hexter 3 (Classical Civilizations and Societies in Transition): December - January 
 

Culinary: Food from the Future : Molecular Gastronomy 

In this class, we will explore the crazy, exciting world of modern cuisine! Have you ever seen a fried egg that turns 

into a fruit parfait? Have you tried caviar that was filled with fruit juice or herbs? How about powdered raspberries 

on ice cream or powdered tomatoes on popcorn? We will see how these foodie feats are accomplished  as well as 

the chemistry behind the magic. Starches, gels, salts, or dehydration. Experimenting and trying these techniques 

will bring our food knowledge into the 21st century! We will also be preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, 

continuing our great record of being the ONLY school in DPS whose students prepare the lunch for their school! 
 

Westward Expansion 

In the Westward Expansion Humanities project, students will study the expansion of the United States into the 

area of the continent west of the Mississippi River, focusing on the main players in Westward Expansion and their 

relationships with each other: the U.S. government, Native Americans, explorers, pioneers, fur trappers, miners, 

cowboys, etc.  

 

Scientific Revolution  

Taking place in Europe during the end of the Renaissance period, the Scientific Revolution was a period of time in 

which great advances in astronomy, biology, human physiology, and chemistry occurred. These advances 

subsequently transformed the way that humans thought about the world around them. What would it have meant 

for a person in the year 1600 to think about the sun as being the center of our solar system? Students in the 

Scientific Revolution humanity will explore questions such as this in order to understand the people who took part 

in this important social movement.  

 

Spanish Colonization 

In the Spanish Colonization humanities project, students will study the interactions between the Spanish and the 

indigenous peoples of the Americas including the Inca, Maya, and Aztec. Students will learn about why the Spanish 

came to America, how they interacted with the people they found, and how those native groups responded. 

 

Japan: Edo to Empire 

During the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, Japan achieved one of the only sustainable modern 

societies on record. Resources were conserved, society was stable, and the arts flourished. Then came the arrival 

of the American Commodore Perry and his “black ships,” re-opening Japan to the outside world. In the succeeding 

decades Japan rapidly embraced empire, industrialism, and a militaristic expansionism that would eventually lead 

to Pearl Harbor and World War II. Students will investigate this time period and determine how and why that 

change happened, as well as emulating food, technology, and culture and finding connections to our farm. 



 

 

Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history 

and will dive deep into the wide variety of different economic systems in the world, primarily capitalism, 

communism, socialism, and feudalism. 

 

 

Trimester 2 -- Hexter 4 (20th Century): January - February 
 

Culinary: Food from the Future : Molecular Gastronomy 

In this class, we will explore the crazy, exciting world of modern cuisine! Have you ever seen a fried egg that turns 

into a fruit parfait? Have you tried caviar that was filled with fruit juice or herbs? How about powdered raspberries 

on ice cream or powdered tomatoes on popcorn? We will see how these foodie feats are accomplished  as well as 

the chemistry behind the magic. Starches, gels, salts, or dehydration. Experimenting and trying these techniques 

will bring our food knowledge into the 21st century! We will also be preparing and serving lunch on a regular basis, 

continuing our great record of being the ONLY school in DPS whose students prepare the lunch for their school! 

 

Women in the 20th Century 

At the beginning of the 20th century, women existed outside of many of the important social structures that were 

accessible to men. Throughout the course of the 1900s, great steps were taken by and for women to improve their 

ability to participate in public and political decision making. Students in this class will answer questions about how 

this movement took place and gain an appreciation for the influential individuals of the time.  

 

Space Exploration 

Beginning with the early rockets of Robert Goddard and continuing through the Space Race, the moon landings, 

and modern space initiatives, students will learn about the history of space exploration, both in the United States 

and internationally. In addition to academic debates and seminars about the prospects of exploring space and 

what it has meant to our society at large, we may have the opportunity to build and launch real model rockets to 

understand some of the experimental work that has driven humans to explore the stars.  
 

US Immigration 

In the U.S. Immigration Humanities project, students will explore the ways in which immigration  has contributed to 

the formation of the United States and to the shaping of our current society. Students will study several major 

waves of migration to the United States, beginning with colonists and slaves in the 17th and 18th century and 

immigrants  from Europe during the 19th century, but the primary focus of this project will be on immigration  to 

the U.S. in the 20th century, from Ellis Island and the Bracero Program to the current wave of immigration  from 

Latin American and of political refugees from all over the world. Key questions will focus on why immigration  to 

the United States has happened and how immigrants have shaped the landscape, economy, and community of the 



 

U.S. Students will explore their own family histories related to immigration , and, as a group, we will explore the 

ways in which immigration  has shaped Denver and its surrounding communities.  

 

Citizenship and Interdependency (9th Grade Civics Requirement) 

In 1949, Dr. Maria Montessori wrote that the mission of education should be "to construct an environment that 

will allow the child and the adolescent to live an independent, individual life in order to fulfill the goal that all of us 

are pursuing - the development of personality... and the creation of a better society." In this final 12-week long 

humanities project, the 9th grade students explore what it means to be a citizen of the world and how they, as 

individuals, can contribute to the making of a better society, as Dr. Montessori envisioned. We challenge our 9th 

grade students to reflect back on their experience at the Farm School: on the academic lessons they have learned 

and on what participating in a community has meant for them as individuals. Students explore citizenship in the 

context of our DMHS community as well as the responsibilities of citizenship in the world. Students will learn about 

the foundations of U.S. government, the formation of public policy, and the responsibilities of U.S. citizens to 

engage in creating and maintaining their government. This project will culminate in the self-reflective 9th grade 

trip, during which students will explore the nature of interdependency within communities. This class will meet the 

9th Grade DPS Civics requirement (5 Civics Credits.) 

 
Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop 

The school year 2017-2018 marks an exciting happening for the DMHS Community: we have the privilege of 

opening our very own Coffee Shop, in conjunction with Compass Montessori School and supported by Great Work 

Montessori. Students in the Micro-Economy + Coffeeshop occupation will gain a deep understanding of the DMHS 

micro-economy as a central component of our school community. Students will design, make, and sell products to 

contribute to the micro-economy, using the Coffeeshop as our store’s “home base.” Students will also collaborate 

with other classes (including Occupations,  Humanities, and Creative Expression) to solicit products that will be sold 

at the Coffeeshop. The academic content of the course will focus on personal and community economics and 

finances -- students will gain an understand of how our school’s micro-economy functions and, also, have the 

opportunity to contribute meaningfully to its development. Students in Humanities Micro-Economy units will also 

look at the role of economies, businesses, and currency in societies, cultures, and communities throughout history 

and will dive deep into the wide variety of different economic systems in the world, primarily capitalism, 

communism, socialism, and feudalism. 
 

Math 
 

Math (ALL year) 

In consideration of the developmental needs of the adolescent, students continue to develop their “mathematical 

minds,” building a deeper understanding of the abstract logic inherent in the world in which we live. Using 

Montessori math materials and the real challenges of the DMHS microeconomy and our urban farm, students 

achieve higher levels of abstraction through their concurrent work with the head and the hands. Ninth grade 

students will also have the opportunity to  participate in the Phillips Exeter math curriculum, a highly rigorous 

program that fosters collaborative learning through seminar discussions. All aspects of the math curriculum are 

aligned with the Common Core standards including Algebra, Algebra 2  and Geometry.  

 

 

  



 

Electives 
 

*** Within their first two years at the DMHS Farm School (in 7th + 8th grades), students must take at least one 

semester-long elective from each of the following categories: Language, Physical Expression, Micro-Economy, 

and Visual and Performance Creative Expression. 

 

Language 
 

Intro to Spanish (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

 

Spanish I, Spanish II, and Spanish III, (ALL year) 

This year, there will be three  Spanish classes. Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish language. Spanish II 

explores the different aspects of the vocabulary and the present tense, preterite tense and imperfect tense. 

Spanish III explores different aspects of the vocabulary and practice the preterite tense and imperfect tense and 

explores the future and conditional as well as the subjunctive. Students will also explore aspects of the Spanish 

culture and will focus on improving written, oral, reading, and listening skills. Students will be assessed to 

determine level in order to maximize their learning experience.  

 

 

Physical Expression 

 

P.E. (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

The physical education elective class will provide students opportunities to explore coordinated movements and 

athletic activities in a structured way so they can confidently pursue those activities further on their own. We will 

begin each unit with an overview of the format and rules to understand the big picture, and first work on basic 

movements that are fundamental to the more complex coordination and timing required in order to fully 

participate. By the end of each unit, students will have the knowledge, skills and confidence to participate in their 

chosen activity outside of class.  

 

Human Development (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

The Human Development elective will open students to their own stage of development within the context of the 

entire developmental cycle of a human being, beginning at birth. This elective will rely on the Our Whole Lives 

Sexuality Curriculum, known as OWL S, which  is a secular curriculum developed by the Unitarian Universalist 

Church that helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior. 

The program hinges around the shared values of self-worth, sexual health, responsibility, and inclusivity. It equips 

participants with accurate, age-appropriate information in the areas of human development, relationships, 

personal skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture. This elective will also incorporate 

information around drug and alcohol prevention and intervention as it relates to human development and 

behavior. Students will be introduced to characteristics of adolescent brain development, as well as body/mind 

connection activities, such as mindfulness. 

 

 

  



 

Micro-Economy 
 

Engineering Solutions and Design Challenge (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

Students will learn to engineer and design solutions to everyday school facility challenges (such as furniture repair) 

along with larger projects that emerge as we continue to build out our school and our farm. Students will learn tool 

safety, design, and craftsmanship along with creative and efficient problem solving techniques. 

 

Micro-Economy Production (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

Students will collaborate to design, create and then manufacture items to be sold at the coffee shop and at our 

community events.  
 

Visual and Performance Creative Expression 
 

Art - 3D -  Mud to Music: Ceramic Instruments and Functional Ceramics (Semester 1) 

From drums to whistles to rattles, this class will be exploring instruments and how to make them from clay. Also, a 

cup, a plate, a teapot. We will be creating molds, handbuilding, and wheel-throwing clay to create functional 

objects for use at school and for sale in our market. We will also explore glazing techniques. 

 

Art - 2D -  Myths and Legends and Color and Symbolism  (Semester 1) 

Folklore, stories, myths, legends: these stories shape our world. For this class we will be taking on the role of visual 

storytellers, retelling old and creating new stories with a variety of 2D materials.  Also, when you see the color RED, 

what does that mean to you? Does red represent “stop” like at a traffic light? Or does it represent “love” like a 

valentine? Throughout time and place, different colors have symbolized different ideas, meanings, and feelings. 

This class will explore the ways colors have stood for more than just a color in the rainbow. We will research many 

times and places, and create artwork through drawing and painting. 

 
Art - 3D - Garden Gnomes and Flower Pots: Ceramics for the Farm (Semester 2) 

As we prepare for Spring planting, this ceramics class will focus on creating products and tools for the farm and to 

sell for the micro-economy.  

 

Art  2D - Art and Social Practice (Semester 2) 

Art in action! This class will focus on creating artwork that engages other people to think about issues and ideas!  

 

Presentations, Public Speaking, and Performance (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

Presentations, Public Speaking, and Performance will focus on the art of public speaking. Students will develop 

public speaking skills and confidence while learning skills such as voice projection, breathing, physical techniques 

for effective public speaking, as well as emotional expression, word economy in speeches, and power words and 

poses. Students will use their newly learned skills to plan and perform in at least 1 performance at the new 

Coffeeshop or at school (such as an improv event, stand-up comedy, debate/round-table, music, storytelling, 

poetry slam, skits, and/or art show of student art with an art talk by the artists).  

 

Introduction to Music (Semester 1 or Semester 2) 

For introduction to music, students will have a wonderful opportunity to learn about different kinds of music and 

musical instruments. Using the Montessori Music album as a foundation for our work, we will learn the basics of 

music theory and dive deeper into different kinds of instruments, electronic music, history, world music, current 



 

trends, and any other interests students may have. Upon joining this class, students will have the opportunity to 

complete a brief survey, so that we may discover individual and group interests. 


